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Born in Belfast and received primary and secondary education there, before 

going on to Trinity College Dublin from which he graduated with a Bachelor 

of Arts degree, majoring in History and Economics. Then briefly a secondary 

and adult education teacher after which he became Head of Information and 

International Affairs with the ITGWU* (since merged into SIPTU^). 

Subsequently took up the post of General Secretary of IFUT~ from which he 

retired early to concentrate on writing about historical and political affairs. 

 

* Irish Transport and General Workers Union 

^ Services, Industrial and Professional Trade Union 

~ Irish Federation of University Teachers 

 


